
The Product Safety Week 

found on the PROSAFE home 

page or by clicking on the  respec-

tive webpage.  

The second day was a closed ses-

sion. Besides having a brief re-

flection on the issues raised dur-

ing the first day, various other 

topics were discussed, including 

how to develop mutually coordi-

The Product Safety Week was held from 30th 

November and 2nd December 2009 at the 

EFTA Secretariat in Brussels.  

The final workshops of the lighters, sun beds 

and cords and drawstrings joint actions took 

place on the 30th November. For more details 

about these joint actions, go to pages 6 & 7.  

The first EMARS II Workshop was held on 

the 1st and 2nd December. The first day of the 

workshop was an open session which was 

attended by a substantial number of external 

stakeholders. Besides various presentations on 

the progress of the various tasks within 

EMARS II, additional presentations and dis-

cussions took place on emerging 

strategic issues for PROSAFE and 

market surveillance authorities, 

the impact of the implementation 

of the New Legislative Frame-

work, the revision of the General 

Product Safety Directive, coop-

eration with Customs and Risk 

Assessment. More information 

about this open session can be 

Stefano Soro, Head of Unit B3, DG Health & Consumers, Euro-

pean Commission, during the start of the EMARS II Workshop 

An e-learning agreement was signed in December 2009 between 

PROSAFE, the Trading Standards Institute (TSI) in the UK and 

the Food and Consumer Product Safety Authority (VWA) in the 

Netherlands.  

This agreement and its deliver-

ables are part of the key objectives 

identified within the EMARS II 

project (a project coordinated by 

PROSAFE and involving, to vary-

ing degrees, most of the market 

surveillance authorities within the 

EEA Member States).  

A demonstration of this e-learning 

prototype will be launched during 

the next PROSAFE meeting on 

the 29/30th April 2010 which will 

be held in Malta. For now, this e-

learning system will be mainly 

targeting information related to 

the General Product Safety Direc-

tive (GPSD). Later on in 2010, 

training workshops will be also 

organised for those who have 

already undertaken the e-learning 

courses. 

Special points of in-

terest:  

¶ Five new Joint Actions 

started in January 

2010. 

¶ Final Conclusions for 

Joint Actions on Cords, 

Lighters, & Sunbeds  

¶ Update on EMARS II 

activities 

¶ Final Workshop on the 

Joint Action on Toys to 

be held on 15th April 

2010. 

¶ Next PROSAFE meet-

ing to be held in Malta 

on 29/30 April. 
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Ron Gainsford, Chief Executive, TSI, UK shaking hands with Dirk Meijer, Chief 

Executive, PROSAFE after the signing of an e-learning agreement between 

PROSAFE, TSI-UK and VWAðThe Netherlands.  
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nated visits between surveillance 

authorities to improve their effec-

tiveness. Another topic focused 

upon the recent survey on stan-

dards in market surveillance au-

thorities. Further discussions also 

included talks on risk assessment  

and the workshop drew to a close 

with a final plenary session in the 

afternoon.  

http://www.prosafe.org/


The EU funded EMARS II 

pro ject  coord inated by 

PROSAFE has moved on to the 

second year of its implementa-

tion. 

Various coordination meetings 

will be organised during this 

year in order to ensure that all 

the participants within each task 

group are delivering and par-

ticipating actively in all the 

required aspects of the project. 

Although a lot of work has 

already been done by the vari-

ous members of these task 

groups, it is very important that 

a high level of interactivity will 

continue during this year and 

the next in order to be confident 

that the results achieved reflect 

the true ideology and commit-

ment of the involved participat-

ing market surveillance organi-

sations.  
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Dedicated EMARS Website: 

http://www.emars.eu 

EMARS II 

A special 2-day workshop for 

TASK A (Best Practices), 

Task E (Training) and Task F 

(Continuous Improvement in 

Market Surveillance) will be 

held once more on the 20 -21st 

May in Brussels. 

2-DAY Workshop for 

TASK A, E & F  

Guidelines on 

Best Practices 

Task A participants have con-

tinued to deal with further 

developments of best practices, 

including the continuous devel-

opment of the book that was 

published by PROSAFE on 

best practice techniques in 

market surveillance, known as 

ñThe Bookò.  

The focus of this task is to estab-

lish a number of succinct, practi-

cal guidelines that can support a 

market surveillance officer in the 

field or behind the desktop. 

(Far right) Gunnar Wold, Project Leader 

(Task A) & PROSAFE Board  Member -  

next to Torben Rahbek, Project Coordi-

nator of the same task, during discus-

sions held with Task A participants last 

January in Brussels. 

Various guidelines, including 

pocket-book guidelines are being 

developed, based on the chapters 

from ñThe Bookò that describe 

the practical ways of executing 

market surveillance, e.g. setting 

up a project plan, implementing 

it, following up the results and 

reporting / analysing the outcome 

of the project. Furthermore, the 

guidelines can include informa-

tion on how to carry out inspec-

tions at retailers, how to cooper-

ate with customs, how to perform 

a systems audit on the premises 

of an importer or a manufacturer, 

etc.  

Task A foresees developing a 

range of guidelines for a number 

of specific products, directives or 

product groups where it seems 

useful and a demand is identi-

fied. The drafting of the guide-

lines will take place in a number 

of small working groups, each 

dealing with their particular 

field. 

Risk Assessment 

A successful seminar on risk assessment was 

held during the EMARS II Workshop. The 

participants underlined the need for training 

in the new Risk Assessment Guidelines 

(which were formally published by the EU 

on 26th January 2010). Task C sent a ques-

tionnaire on training to all EMARS partici-

pants and the replies will be used as a basis 

for setting up a draft training programme in 

2010. The first few replies highlighted the 

demand for training from Member State 

authorities. The majority of these replies also 

requested that methods on how to address 

chemical risks be included in the training. 

Another theme that was raised at the semi-

nar was how certain generic data and find-

ings could be made publicly available. 

Many industry representatives expressed a 

wish to have access to as much published 

material as possible; probability factors, 

model scenarios, risk assessments, methods, 

guidelines, etc. Businesses are interested in 

maximum transparency in risk assessment 

cases and the highest possible degree of 

harmonisation of approaches and conclu-

sions across Europe and between Member 

States authorities and industry. This request 

falls very much in line with the approach 

from Task C that places sharing of experi-

ences and findings high up on its agenda. 

Task C participants wish to inform the read-

ers that they have formed a subgroup on risk 

assessment within the Rapid Advice Forum. 

Any questions on this topic can be submitted 

to the EMARS secretariat and will be for-

warded to the group. The experts will reply 

on an individual basis, not on behalf of their 

Member State. This service is open to all 

market surveillance authorities. 

http://www.emars.eu













